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Long Beach Alliance Church ® December W, 2025 ¢ Advent Week #3 ¢ Pastor Chris Lankford

NOT BY MiGHT ROR BY POWER, BUT BY
MY SPiRiT SaYS THe LORD OF HOSTS.
~ZCeCHARiIAH %:6
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) The Promise Of Death Takes On Divinity

a)

c)

Because of a national census (Luke 2:I-3) Joseph & Mary leaye
their hometown in Nazareth of Galilee to head to the small town of
Bethlehem near Jerusalem (about 90 miles to the South).

The power of God contained in the womb of a faithful teenage girl. She
trayels out of town just before she begins to show that she’s pregnant
with her strong young carpenter fiance, Joseph (Matthew I:18-25).

In the face of potential scandal, the uncertainty of her engagement,
and the prospect of the single most unprecedented birth story in history,
Mary and Joseph's responses provide us with a glimpse of the true power
of the first Christmas (Luke 1:46-55).

2) The Power Of Jesus' Birth

a)

c)

Mary's song wasn't sung because eyerything was solyed, fixed, or figured
out. Her song captures the contrasts of Advent: joy of a mother,
longing for a child; being chosen by God, and the ache of still waiting;
the power of God growing within her, and the humility of weakness.

Mary's song is also our song, and it is the power of Christmas. The
power God uses to transform and bring redemption to the universe is
weakness, foolishness, and simplicity (I Corinthians 1:25-31). Christmas is
the celebration of God's full-frontal assault on sin and death, the person
of God Himself in the belly of an unmarried teen (Colossians I:15-20).

Christmas is the celebration of God's power poured out on behalf of
humanity. It's a time of wonder at God's love and how God's power
Is displayed; in weakness, in humility, in seryanthood, and findlly in
sacrifice. This is Christ's way, the power of Christmas (Philippians 2:I-I1).
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God On Mute: Engaging the
. Silence of Unanswered Prayer
g By Pete Greig

/ !
( | Saturday Mornings at LBAC, 9-11
L, - 1/10.1/17.1/24.1/31. 2/7. 2/14. 25

God on Mute is available as an audio book,
kindle, or a hard copy at Walmart or Amazon.
CONTACT: Dawn Trickett

562.900. 7430
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LBAC’s Family Calendar & Events

Sunday, December 14

Gospel Project: Children's Ministry
Worship & Celebration Service
Childrens Musical Practice

Worship & Prayer

Childrens Musical Practice

Children's Christmas Musical
December 15

Betrayal & Beyond Mtg @ Eberhart's
Pure Desire Ministry Meeting
Survivors of Incest Anonymous

Tuesday, December 16

7:00PM
7:00PM

6:00PM

Weekly Schedule

9:30AM
5:00PM
6:00PM
7:00PM

Men's Bible Study
Middle/High School Youth Group-

Wednesday, December 17

AWANA-Happy Birthday Jesus!

Thursday, December 18

Women's Bible Study @ The Milller's

Lydia's House Women's Outreach Women’s Ministry Event Information

Worship Team Practice
Betrayal & Beyond Mtg @ Eberhart's

Friday, December 19

8:00AM
8:00PM

Saturday, December 20

7:00AM

Men’s In-Person/Zoom Bible Study
NA Meeting

Men's Workout

Sunday, December 21

9:30AM
9:30AM

THE

ALLIANCE

Gospel Project: Children's Ministry
Worship & Celebration Service

LIFE GROUPS

Contact: office@lbac.org
Mid-week Adult Bible Studies

CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES
LBAC Children’s Ministries!

Wednesday Nights September-May

Sunday Mornings:
Gospel Project @ 9:30AM

AWANA
LBAC AWANA

YOUTH MINISTRIES
LBAC Youth Ministries!

LBAC Youth Instagram Page
Every Tuesday Night @ 7:00PM

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
LBAC Women’s Ministry!

Contact: office@Ibac.org

Lydia House Meals Ministry
3 Thursday of each month
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Women Connecting with Missions

Contact Kathie Metz: kathiemetz@msn.com

Crafty Women

3™ Saturday of each month @ 10:00AM

MEN’s MINISTRIES
LBAC Men’s Ministry!
Contact: mensministry@Ibac.org

long beach alliance church offices

3331 palo verde avenue - long beach, ca-90808-4113
phone: 562.420.1478 email: office@Ibac.org website: www.lbac.org
church office hours: Tuesdays-Thursdays 10:00AM-5:00PM
Eor prayer requests:_prayer@Ibac.org

meghan brearley, children's director
562.708.9261 ¢ meghan@Ibac.org

justin enayat, worship producer
562.754.7163 ¢ justin@Ibac.org
chris lankford, lead pastor
562.685.4132 ¢ chris@Ibac.org
tiana prince,, visibility director
562.810.2765 ¢ tiana@Ibac.org

michelle crammer, office manager
917.288.3424  michelle@Ibac.org

jeremiah holden, worship tech intern
760.224.4178 ¢ jeremiah@Ibac.org
hank mcwatters, youth director
562.552.6531 ¢ hank@Ibac.org

scott trickett, associate pastor
562.972.5306 ¢ scott@Ibac.org
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