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Power 
of Love
With  Vincent Nwankpa



Dive deep into how God defines and displays

true love: the love your soul craves! 

From FamilyLife® and  Bob Lepine

Love Like You Love Like You 
MeanMean It! It!

A new couples study groupA new couples study group
coming to LBAC!coming to LBAC!

On Select Wednesday Nights On Select Wednesday Nights 
Starting September 23 at 6:30PM Starting September 23 at 6:30PM 

at the Lankford home!at the Lankford home!
Sign up in the courtyard today!Sign up in the courtyard today!

Questions? Questions? 
Contact Melinda Lankford Contact Melinda Lankford 

562.685.4131 562.685.4131 

Women Connecting Women Connecting 
With Missions: With Missions: 

Stamp Cutting!Stamp Cutting!
  

Friday, September 25  
Saturday,September 26 

9:30 AM-2 PM
At the home of Kathie Metz

Contact Kathie MetzContact Kathie Metz
562.234.5937562.234.5937  

Men's Tuesday Men's Tuesday 
BreakfastBreakfast  

Tuesday, September 22 at 8AMTuesday, September 22 at 8AM
at Denny'sat Denny's  

Questions? Contact Dave MillerQuestions? Contact Dave Miller
  562.773.9100  562.773.9100



THE POWER OF LOVE
Long Beach Alliance Church, September 20, 2026, Vincent Nwankpa

1 CORINTHIANS 13:4–8
Definition of Love: The Apostle Paul defines love (Agape) not as a 
passing feeling, but as an active, self-giving choice focused on 

the well-being of others. Love is the core command and ultimate 
standard of the Bible, defining God's very nature and serving as 

the foundation for all Christian living.

I. What does 1 Corinthians 13:4–8 teach us about Love?
A. Love is patient (v.4) - It enables us to wait on God's timing and 
purpose. It gives us the power to wait, even in moments when we 

feel frustrated or misused. Helping partners or loved ones the 
time and space to make mistakes, heal, and grow.

B. Love is kind (v.4) - Even when we are criticized or falsely 
accused, love enables us to respond with kindness. Love reaches 

out to heal when it senses another person is hurting, 
discouraged, or despairing.

C. Love is not jealous (v.4) - Listening closely to see things from 
another person's unique perspective. It enables us to share in 

the joys and celebrations of others without being hard-hearted.

D. Love does not brag or act arrogantly (v.4). - It makes us to be 
humble, quiet and able to listen to others because God provides 

our sense of satisfaction.

E. Love does not act unbecomingly (v.5). -It enables us to be
 polite, well-mannered, and at our best both publicly and

 privately.
 

II. Good doesn't talk about our rights. 
He talks about us loving our enemies (v.5).

A. Love does not seek its own (v.5). - Love enables us to 
surrender our rights and lay down our demands. This is the

 behavior of disciples (John 13:35, 1 Cor. 6:6–8).

B. Love is not easily provoked (v.5). - It enables us to have a quiet 
spirit that can't be ruffled. Embracing others as they are, 

flaws and all (Eph. 4:15).



C. Love does not consider a wrong suffered (v.5). - Being 
forgiven children of God allows us to forgive without keeping 

score of offenses. Letting go of hurt to preserve the relationship.

D. Love does not rejoice in unrighteousness (v.6). - It enables us 
to move beyond ourselves and empathize with the pain of oth-

ers. It allows us to overcome our need to be right.
 It helps us look past the wrong that people do and enables us to 

see their needs (Rom. 1:18).

E. Love rejoices with the truth (v.6). - We are to love with integrity 
and honesty, love that is real and God-honoring. Love that is not 
manipulative and defensive. Love that takes no pleasure in the 

failure of others, love that sacrifices self for others. Because we 
want to become the people God created us to be, we pursue 
and celebrate the truth about ourselves, situations, and other 

people.

F. Love never fails (v.8). - It enables us to have an unending re-
sponse of sacrificial care. When we have God's love in our hearts, 

we do not reach a limit. Our love “never fails” because it comes 
from an inexhaustible supply.

 III. Conclusion:
Paul is telling us that at no time and under no circumstances does 

love to fail, fall to pieces, cease, or collapse. Love never fails.
 It is people who fail to love and that is why marriages fail

 (1 Cor. 10:8, 12; 14:25).



LBAC August, 2026 • Giving ReportLBAC August, 2026 • Giving Report
		 BudgetBudget		 ReceivedReceived		 BudgetBudget  %%
Month - End:	 $52,142.74	 $50,754.71	 97.3%Month - End:	 $52,142.74	 $50,754.71	 97.3%

Year-to-Date:	 $736,479.42	 $725,619.88	 98.5%Year-to-Date:	 $736,479.42	 $725,619.88	 98.5%

Disbursed YTD:  Disbursed YTD:  $720,325.22      $720,325.22      GF Balance: $26,932.02GF Balance: $26,932.02

How Can I Give @ LBAC?How Can I Give @ LBAC?
1. www.lbac.org/give for 1 time or recurring electronic transfers1. www.lbac.org/give for 1 time or recurring electronic transfers

2. Zelle from your bank website to luke@lbac.org2. Zelle from your bank website to luke@lbac.org
3. Schedule a bill pay from your bank website to address below3. Schedule a bill pay from your bank website to address below

4. Drop check or cash in gray box in lobby4. Drop check or cash in gray box in lobby
5.  Mail to : LBAC, Attn Treasurer, 5.  Mail to : LBAC, Attn Treasurer, 

3331 Palo Verde Ave,  Long Beach, CA 908083331 Palo Verde Ave,  Long Beach, CA 90808
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Sunday, September 20 
	 9:30AM	 Worship Service & Kids Gospel Project 
Monday, September 21 
	 4:30PM	 Betrayal & Beyond Women @ LBAC* 
	 7:00PM	 Pure Desire Men’s Meeting* 
Tuesday, September 22  
	 8:00AM 	 Men's Tuesday Breakfast @ Denny's	 	 8:00AM 	 Men's Tuesday Breakfast @ Denny's	 
	 6:30PM 	 Women's Bible Study	  	 6:30PM 	 Women's Bible Study	  
	 7:00PM	 Men	 7:00PM	 Men’s Bible Study @ Millers Bible Study @ Miller’s* s* 
	 7:00PM	 Middle & High School Youth Group* 	 7:00PM	 Middle & High School Youth Group* 
	 7:00PM	 Elder Board Meeting	 7:00PM	 Elder Board Meeting 
Wednesday, September 23 
	 6:00PM	 AWANA - Bring A Friend 	 6:00PM	 AWANA - Bring A Friend 
	 6:30PM	 Love Like You Mean It-Marriage Group	 6:30PM	 Love Like You Mean It-Marriage Group 
Thursday, September 24 
	 9:30AM	 Women’s Bible Study @ Miller’s* 
	 6:00PM 	 Worship Team Practice 
Friday, September 25 
	 8:00AM	 Men’s In-Person & Zoom Bible Study* 
	 9:30AM 	 WCWM: Stamp Cutting  
	 8:00PM	 NA In-Person Meeting* 
Saturday, September 26 
	 9:30AM 		 9:30AM 	 WCWM: Stamp Cutting  
Sunday, September 27 
	   9:30AM	 Worship Service & Kids Gospel Project 
	 11:30AM 	 Gospel Project Leader Meeting 
     * See Website or Contact Church Office For Info!

long beach alliance church officeslong beach alliance church offices
3331 palo verde avenue · long beach, ca · 90808-41133331 palo verde avenue · long beach, ca · 90808-4113

Phone: Phone: 562.420.1478562.420.1478 email:  email: office@lbac.orgoffice@lbac.org  website: website: wwww.lbac.orgww.lbac.org

church office hours: Tuesdays-Thursdays 10:00AM-5:00PMchurch office hours: Tuesdays-Thursdays 10:00AM-5:00PM

For prayer requests:For prayer requests:   prayer@lbac.org prayer@lbac.org

church staff teamchurch staff team
michelle crammer, office manager michelle crammer, office manager 

917.288.3424 •917.288.3424 •michelle@lbac.orgmichelle@lbac.org

jeremiah holden, worship tech intern jeremiah holden, worship tech intern 

760.224.4178 •760.224.4178 •jeremiah@lbac.orgjeremiah@lbac.org  

tiana prince, visibility director tiana prince, visibility director 

562.810.2765 • 562.810.2765 • tiana@lbac.orgtiana@lbac.org

meghan brearley, children's director  meghan brearley, children's director  

562.708.9261 •562.708.9261 •meghan@lbac.orgmeghan@lbac.org  

justin enayat, worship producer                          justin enayat, worship producer                          

562.754.7163 •562.754.7163 •  justin@lbac.orgjustin@lbac.org

chris lankford, lead pastor chris lankford, lead pastor 

562.685.4132 •562.685.4132 •chris@lbac.orgchris@lbac.org

dan yoo, worship pastor dan yoo, worship pastor 

609.204.7445 • 609.204.7445 • dan@lbac.orgdan@lbac.org


