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THE POWER OF LOVE

Long Beach Alliance Church, September 20, 2026, Vincent Nwankpa

1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-8
Definition of Love: The Apostle Paul defines love (Agape) not as a
passing feeling, but as an active, self-giving choice focused on
the well-being of others. Love is the core command and ultimate
standard of the Bible, defining God's very nature and serving as
the foundation for all Christian living.

I. What does 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 teach us about Love?

A. Love is patient (v.4) - It enables us to wait on God's timing and
purpose. It gives us the power to wait, even in moments when we
feel frustrated or misused. Helping partners or loved ones the
time and space to make mistakes, heal, and grow.

B. Love is kind (v.4) - Even when we are criticized or falsely
accused, love enables us to respond with kindness. Love reaches
out to heal when it senses another person is hurting,
discouraged, or despairing.

C. Love is not jealous (v.4) - Listening closely to see things from
another person's unique perspective. It enables us to share in
the joys and celebrations of others without being hard-hearted.

D. Love does not brag or act arrogantly (v.4). - It makes us to be
humble, quiet and able to listen to others because God provides
our sense of satisfaction.

E. Love does not act unbecomingly (v.5). -It enables us to be
polite, well-mannered, and at our best both publicly and
privately.

Il. Good doesn't talk about our rights.
He talks about us loving our enemies (v.5).

A. Love does not seek its own (v.5). - Love enables us to
surrender our rights and lay down our demands. This is the
behavior of disciples (John 13:35, 1 Cor. 6:6-8).

B. Love is not easily provoked (v.5). - It enables us to have a quiet
spirit that can't be ruffled. Embracing others as they are,
flaws and all (Eph. 4:15).



C. Love does not consider a wrong suffered (v.5). - Being
forgiven children of God allows us to forgive without keeping
score of offenses. Letting go of hurt to preserve the relationship.

D. Love does not rejoice in unrighteousness (v.6). - It enables us
to move beyond ourselves and empathize with the pain of oth-
ers. It allows us to overcome our need to be right.

It helps us look past the wrong that people do and enables us to
see their needs (Rom. 1:18).

E. Love rejoices with the truth (v.6). - We are to love with integrity
and honesty, love that is real and God-honoring. Love that is not
manipulative and defensive. Love that takes no pleasure in the
failure of others, love that sacrifices self for others. Because we
want to become the people God created us to be, we pursue
and celebrate the truth about ourselves, situations, and other
people.

F. Love never fails (v.8). - It enables us to have an unending re-
sponse of sacrificial care. When we have God's love in our hearts,
we do not reach a limit. Our love “never fails” because it comes
from an inexhaustible supply.

lil. Conclusion:
Paul is telling us that at no time and under no circumstances does
love to fail, fall to pieces, cease, or collapse. Love never fails.
It is people who fail to love and that is why marriages fail
(1Cor.10:8, 12; 14:25).



SAVE THE DATE

October 23-24 | Friday 7pm-9pm | Saturday 10am-3pm

Safe to Shore

Long Beach Alliance Church
Women's Retreat

3331 Palo"Verde Ave | Long Beach

Information | (562) 420-1478 | office(@lbac.org

LRAC A, 26806 o @vilng Repert

Budjgees
Memtn=-CEnck  BUR7E SO 97637%
MeargtoDate:
GF Bellaness $26,55202

[ew Camn [ @ve (@ LEAR

wwwvilbacorg/givelfordiktimelorfrecurtingtelectronigtransfers
pY¥Zellejfiomlyourdbankiwebsiteltolltike@Ibaclorg

5 Sdoeehilz @ Al payy firenn greur bank welasiie to addres below
F3Droplecheckiordcashlinleraylboxiinllobby;
s ViailitoF] BACYAttnkTreasurer?
3331]RalolVerndelAveifong{BeachiGAI908 0]




LBAC's Family Calendar of Upcoming Events

Sunday, September 20
9:30AM Worship Service & Kids Gospel Project
Monday, September 21
4£:30PM Betrayal & Beyond Women @ LBAC*
7:00PM  Pure Desire Men’s Meeting*
Tuesday, September 22
8:00AM Men's Tuesday Breakfast @ Denny's
6:30PM Women's Bible Study
7:00PM  Men’s Bible Study @ Miller’s*
7:00PM  Middle & High School Youth Group*
7:00PM  Elder Board Meeting
Wednesday, September 23
6:00PM AWANA - Bring A Friend
6:30PM  Love Like You Mean It-Marriage Group
Thursday, September 24
9:30AM  Women's Bible Study @ Miller's*
6:00PM Worship Team Practice
Friday, September 25
8:00AM Men’'s In-Person & Zoom Bible Study*
9:30AM  WCWM: Stamp Cutting
8:00PM  NA In-Person Meeting*
Saturday, September 26
9:30AM  WCWM: Stamp Cutting
Sunday, September 27
9:30AM Worship Service & Kids Gospel Project
1:30AM  Gospel Project Leader Meeting
* See Website or Contact Church Office For Info!

long beach alliance church offices

3331 palo verde avenue -long beach, ca - 90808-4113
Phone: 562.420.1478 email: office@Ibac.org website: www.Ibac.org
church office hours: Tuesdays-Thursdays 10:00AM-5:00PM
For. prayer.requests: prayer@lbac.org

church staff team

meghan brearley, children’s director michelle crammer, office manager
562.708.9261 -meghan@lbac.org 917.288.3424 -michelle@Ibac.org

Justin enayat, worship producer. jeremiah holden; worship tech intern
562.754.7163 - justin@Ibac.org  760.224.4178 «jeremiah@Ibac.org
chris lankford, lead pastor. tiana prince, visibility director.
562.685.4132 -chris@Ibac.org’ 562.810.2765 - tiana@lbac.org
danyoo, worship pastor
609.204.7445 « dan@lbac.org
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