
Sunday, October 26, 2025Sunday, October 26, 2025
Welcome to Long Beach AllianceWelcome to Long Beach Alliance

BetrayalBetrayal

BeyondBeyond





1)	 Thomas Doubts His Friends About Jesus1)	 Thomas Doubts His Friends About Jesus
a)	 One of Jesus' original twelve disciples, Thomas (whose Aramaic name means a)	 One of Jesus' original twelve disciples, Thomas (whose Aramaic name means 

"twin," which in Greek is "Didymus," also meaning "twin," even though "twin," which in Greek is "Didymus," also meaning "twin," even though 
we do not know who Thomas twin was) is often popularly referred to as we do not know who Thomas twin was) is often popularly referred to as 
"Doubting Thomas" because of the short story found in John 20:24-29."Doubting Thomas" because of the short story found in John 20:24-29.

b)	 Thomas has been portrayed as a faithful and strong willed disciple who b)	 Thomas has been portrayed as a faithful and strong willed disciple who 
wants to know the way forward, even if it is dangerous, because he is willing wants to know the way forward, even if it is dangerous, because he is willing 
to lay his life on the line to follow Jesus (John 11:16, 14:5).to lay his life on the line to follow Jesus (John 11:16, 14:5).

c)	 Thomas missed Jesus' meeting with some disciples in the (first) locked room c)	 Thomas missed Jesus' meeting with some disciples in the (first) locked room 
episode (John 20:19-24), and is dubious about the report of Jesus' appearance. episode (John 20:19-24), and is dubious about the report of Jesus' appearance. 
Thomas insists, in the strongest of evidentiary ways (I must see and touch Thomas insists, in the strongest of evidentiary ways (I must see and touch 
Jesus' wounds or "I will never believe"), on physical proof of Jesus' bodily Jesus' wounds or "I will never believe"), on physical proof of Jesus' bodily 
resurrection (John 20:25).resurrection (John 20:25).

d)	 On the one hand, Thomas' desire for reasonable evidence and (when d)	 On the one hand, Thomas' desire for reasonable evidence and (when 
convinced) a willingness to follow Jesus is admirable and courageous. On the convinced) a willingness to follow Jesus is admirable and courageous. On the 
other hand, his continuing need for "proofs" about Jesus reveal a weakness in other hand, his continuing need for "proofs" about Jesus reveal a weakness in 
Thomas' faith which Jesus has strongly cautioned against (John 4:48).Thomas' faith which Jesus has strongly cautioned against (John 4:48).

e)	 A week later, Thomas and the other disciples were in the same locked room e)	 A week later, Thomas and the other disciples were in the same locked room 
when Jesus once again appeared from somewhere, but out of nowhere, when Jesus once again appeared from somewhere, but out of nowhere, 
greeting them with a familiar "Shalom" (John 20:26, also 20:19, 21).greeting them with a familiar "Shalom" (John 20:26, also 20:19, 21).

Informed FaithInformed Faith
So ThomaSo ThomaSS, called the Twin, said to his fellow , called the Twin, said to his fellow 

disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
~~John 11:16John 11:16
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2)	 Jesus Meets Thomas Right Where He's At2)	 Jesus Meets Thomas Right Where He's At
a)	 Without any prompting, Jesus initiates with Thomas, inviting him to put his a)	 Without any prompting, Jesus initiates with Thomas, inviting him to put his 

finger into the nail wounds in His hands/wrists and to extend his hand into finger into the nail wounds in His hands/wrists and to extend his hand into 
the spear wound in His side. Jesus immediately brings up the main issue, the spear wound in His side. Jesus immediately brings up the main issue, 
telling Thomas to "stop doubting, and instead believe" (John 20:26-27).telling Thomas to "stop doubting, and instead believe" (John 20:26-27).

b)	 Thomas answers with one of the most profound and expressive declarations b)	 Thomas answers with one of the most profound and expressive declarations 
in all of the Gospel accounts of Jesus' life, crying out "My Lord and my God!" in all of the Gospel accounts of Jesus' life, crying out "My Lord and my God!" 
(John 20:28). Clearly, Thomas has moved from the place of doubt and unbelief (John 20:28). Clearly, Thomas has moved from the place of doubt and unbelief 
to a new place of assurance and faith in Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior!to a new place of assurance and faith in Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior!

c)	 Much like a similar account from the ending of Luke's Gospel (Luke 24:36-43) c)	 Much like a similar account from the ending of Luke's Gospel (Luke 24:36-43) 
are provided to both show the sure and secure foundation the disciples (and are provided to both show the sure and secure foundation the disciples (and 
all those who have trusted in the Good News) could have in Jesus Christ as all those who have trusted in the Good News) could have in Jesus Christ as 
"the Way, the Truth, and the Life" (John 14:6). These are dependable eye-"the Way, the Truth, and the Life" (John 14:6). These are dependable eye-
witness accounts which could have easily been debunked during the time witness accounts which could have easily been debunked during the time 
they were written, but were not because of their widespread authenticity!they were written, but were not because of their widespread authenticity!

d)	 Additionally, these stories about doubt are provided to encourage those who d)	 Additionally, these stories about doubt are provided to encourage those who 
would someday believe (after the time of Christ's ascension back to Heaven), would someday believe (after the time of Christ's ascension back to Heaven), 
to have confidence based on the eye-witness accounts of the apostles and to have confidence based on the eye-witness accounts of the apostles and 
disciples of Jesus Christ. As Jesus noted many times during His earthly disciples of Jesus Christ. As Jesus noted many times during His earthly 
ministry, greater blessing will be experienced by those who believe based on ministry, greater blessing will be experienced by those who believe based on 
the biblical eye-witness accounts of Jesus Christ (John 20:29).the biblical eye-witness accounts of Jesus Christ (John 20:29).

e)	 While John purposely does not write everything about Jesus in his Gospel e)	 While John purposely does not write everything about Jesus in his Gospel 
account, he does make sure to write those things which would answer the account, he does make sure to write those things which would answer the 
most important questions about having faith in God (John 20:30).most important questions about having faith in God (John 20:30).

f)	 This fits neatly into the purpose of John's Gospel account of Jesus Christ, f)	 This fits neatly into the purpose of John's Gospel account of Jesus Christ, 
written so that "you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and written so that "you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name" (John 20:31). that by believing you may have life in his name" (John 20:31). 



Children’s Christmas MusicalChildren’s Christmas Musical
Children 4 years old thru 8th grade 

are welcome to participate
Practices: Sundays after church 

11:15AM-12:15PM 
November 2 thru December 14

Performance: 
Sunday, December 14 at 7PM

Questions???
Marikka Ostermann 562.972.8718

Traci Garber 562.412.1923

Sign up in the courtyard todaySign up in the courtyard today
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Men’s Ministries  
LBAC Men’s Ministry! 

Contact: mensministry@lbac.org

Life Groups  
Contact: office@lbac.org 

Mid-week Adult Bible Studies

Women’s Ministries 
LBAC Women’s Ministry! 

Women’s Ministry Event Information 
Contact: office@lbac.org

Lydia House Meals Ministry 
3rd Thursday of each month

Women Connecting with Missions 
Contact Kathie Metz: kathiemetz@msn.com

Crafty Women 
3rd Saturday of each month  @ 10:00AM

Missions  
Information Coming Soon!Information Coming Soon!

Children's Ministries  
LBAC Children’s Ministries! 

Sunday Mornings: 
Gospel Project @ 9:30AM

AWANA 
LBAC AWANA 

Wednesday Nights September-May

Youth Ministries  
LBAC Youth Ministries! 
LBAC Youth Instagram Page 

Every Tuesday Night @ 7:00PM

Sunday, October 26 
	 9:30AM	 Gospel Project: Children's Ministry	  
	 9:30AM	 Worship & Celebration Service                                                     
   11:15AM     Pumpkin Party 
 Monday, October 27	 	  
	 7:00PM	 Betrayal & Beyond Mtg @ Eberharts 
	 7:00PM	 Pure Desire Ministry Meeting 
	 7:00PM	 Survivors of Incest Anonymous 
   7:00PM    Life Group @ Shaubs

Tuesday, October 28		   
	 6:00PM	 Women's Bible Study 
	 7:00PM	 Men's Bible Study @ the Millers 
	 7:00PM	 Middle/High School Youth Group

Wednesday, October 29			    
	 6:00PM	 AWANA -  Wacky Wardrobe

Thursday, October 30				  
	 9:30AM	 Women's Bible Study @ the Millers 
	 6:00PM	 Worship Team Practice 
	 7:00PM	 Betrayal and Beyond @ the Eberhart's

Friday, October 31	 		   
	 8:00AM	 Men’s In-Person/Zoom Bible Study 
	 7:30PM	 Betrayal & Beyond Mtg @ Eberhart's 
	 8:00PM	 NA Meeting

Saturday,     November 1	 		   
	  10:00AM    LBAC Connecting With Missons

Sunday,        November 2 
	 9:30AM	 Gospel Project: Children's Ministr	  
	 9:30AM	 Worship & CelebratiOn Service 
	 11:15AM	 Childrens Musical Practice

Regular M
inistry Schedule &

 Contacts
Regular M
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 Contacts

LBAC’s Family Calendar & EventsLBAC’s Family Calendar & Events
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long beach alliance church officeslong beach alliance church offices
3331 palo verde avenue · long beach, ca · 90808-41133331 palo verde avenue · long beach, ca · 90808-4113

phone: phone: 562.420.1478562.420.1478 email:  email: office@lbac.orgoffice@lbac.org  website: website: wwww.lbac.orgww.lbac.org
church office hours: Tuesdays-Thursdays 10:00AM-5:00PMchurch office hours: Tuesdays-Thursdays 10:00AM-5:00PM

For prayer requests:For prayer requests:   prayer@lbac.org prayer@lbac.org

church staff teamchurch staff team
michelle crammer, office manager michelle crammer, office manager 
917.288.3424 •917.288.3424 •  michellemichelle@lbac.org@lbac.org

jeremiah holden, worship tech intern jeremiah holden, worship tech intern 
760.224.4178760.224.4178 • •  jeremiah@lbac.orgjeremiah@lbac.org

hank mcwatters, youth director hank mcwatters, youth director 
562.552.6531 • 562.552.6531 • hank@lbac.orghank@lbac.org

scott trickett, associate pastor scott trickett, associate pastor 
562.972.5306 • 562.972.5306 • scott@lbac.orgscott@lbac.org

meghan brearley, children's director  meghan brearley, children's director  
562.708.9261 •562.708.9261 •  meghan@lbac.orgmeghan@lbac.org

justin enayat, worship producer                          justin enayat, worship producer                          
562.754.7163 562.754.7163 ••  justin@lbac.orgjustin@lbac.org

chris lankford, lead pastor chris lankford, lead pastor 
562.685.4132 • 562.685.4132 • chris@lbac.orgchris@lbac.org

tiana prince , visibility director tiana prince , visibility director 
562.810.2765 • 562.810.2765 • tiana@lbac.orgtiana@lbac.org
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